
A2LA Materials Testing Advisory Committee Meeting
The Sheraton Columbia Hotel, Columbia, MD
Saturday, April 4, 2010, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm
John Knicely – Committee Chairman

Robert Lambert – Vice Chairman

Karin Athanas – Recording Secretary

1. Introductions.
2. Review and approval of agenda. (Attachment 1)
3. MTAC Meeting Attendance (Attachment 2)
4. Approval of Last Meeting minutes. 

5. Status of Action Items from 2009 Meeting: 

a. Action Item 1 - Which A2LA normative documents need to be on a laboratory’s master list (i.e. need to be controlled)? Recommend staff compile this list, make it available to assessors and laboratories and post it on the A2LA web site.
i. This action item has already been addressed by A2LA staff and a summary of documents that need to be controlled can be found on the A2LA website under the heading understanding ISO/IEC 17025, Section 4.3.1.
b. Action Item 2 - A2LA to review document R103 and clarify the A2LA Proficiency Testing requirements as applicable to laboratories that perform QC activities (in lieu of PT) due to unavailability of relevant commercial PT.  
i. (T. McInturff; 6/30/09) R103, section A covers this in the fifth paragraph. 
c. MOTION #4 (by Steve Steiro) – The MTAC recommends to the CC that, where applicable, the calibration method be listed on calibration scopes of accreditation – where there are specific international or consensus test methods for the specifications. Seconded by Doug Berg
i. Motion 4 was presented to the Measurement Advisory Committee on September 18th, 2009. See 2010 Agenda item 8.

d. MOTION #5 (by Steve Steiro) – The MTAC recommends to the Criteria Council that PT results be accepted in lieu of traceability for density beads, as long as the laboratory participates at the frequency at which the PT is offered. Currently it is being offered by CTS at a frequency of 4 times per year. Seconded by Robert Lambert.
i. A recommendation was made that a ‘position’ paper be created that identified consensus items voted and approved by the MTAC. This document would be available to laboratories and assessors as a guidance document and would include the above motion item.  See 2010 Agenda Item 16.

e. MOTION #7 (by Fred Fetterolf) – This body recommends to the CC that A2LA approve a blanket waiver for all laboratories for the traceability of the Severn Gage. Seconded by Steve Steiro.
i. See Motion #5 above and 2010 Agenda Item 16.
6. Pam Wright to review the MAC decision on Motion #4 of the 2009 MTAC meeting minutes.
7. Pam Wright to review the new A2LA Scope format for Dimensional testing versus Dimensional testing/Calibration. 
8. Pam Wright for discussion regarding environmental chamber calibration.

9. Review of R103a – ASTM has announced that it will be offering PT for select thermal tests. A concern was raised that A2LA document R103a was not descriptive enough to ensure all available commercial PT was being performed if applicable. Committee to review R103a for possible revision: Should the Sub-disciplines and material/matrices be expanded to include all applicable PT testing? (G. Cornell) (Attachment 3)
10. Review of P103a – Do any new test methods need to be added? Do any categories need to be updated? (J. Knicely) (Attachment 4)
11. MTAC tasked with the creation of a ‘position’ paper outlining committee consensus items. (Attachment 5)

a. Density beads - Proposed at the 2009 Conclave MTAC Meeting

b. Severn Gage – Proposed at the 2009 Conclave MTAC Meeting

c. Vishay Strain Gage Calibrators (Proposed by IMR Test Labs)

d. Taber Abrasion Unit (F. Lutze – See email)

12. Calibration / verification of Spectrophotometers using reference tiles. (G. Cornell)
13. Discussion – Monitoring environmental conditions during a test, application of ISO/IEC 17025 sections 5.3.2 and 5.8.4. Does monitoring need to be carried out during off-hours? (G. Cornell)
14. Discussion – The listing of ASTM 308 on testing Scopes. (G. Zerlaut)

15. Discussion – Exceptions to methods, when is it acceptable to allow an exception? (G. Cornell)
16. Discussion – When a test method has been withdrawn, what is the proper method of notating this on the Scope of Accreditation? Many use a statement similar to “Withdrawn 2008,” but this does not indicate the latest revision or the revision number that the organization is using. (R. Lambert)
17. Failure Analysis test listings on Scopes. (A2LA)

18. Discussion – Auditing to the SOP versus Standard Test Method. (G. Cornell)
19. Discussion – What are the minimum requirements for addressing customer feedback? (F. Fetterolf)

20. Discussion – Commercial PT versus established interlaboratory comparisons for large organizations. (G. Zerlaut)
13. Next meeting

Adjournment

